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Briefly...

The recently-released Spring
2026 issue of the KU Alum-
ni magazine, Crimson & Blue,
includes an itinerary for a day
trip through Wabaunsee, Morris,
and Chase Counties. At Council
Grove the itinerary suggests that
tourists “Have lunch at historic
Hays House or Trail Days Cafe
& Museum, and visit the Last
Chance Store, a former trading
post on the Santa Fe Trail.”

Local Grain Prices
(Provided by Agri Trails Coop)

COTN oo $3.98
MilO.oeiieiecieeeeeieene $3.68
Soybeans.........ccceeueuenne $10.97
Wheat......cocevevenininenen. $6.27

Reservoir Lake Level
Normal elevation .......... 127400
Current elevation .......... 1279.48

THREE-DAY
WEATHER

FORECAST

Corps of Engineers Readings,
Council Grove Reservoir

High and low
temperatures for the
24-hour period
ending this morning were
87 and 66, with the
8:00 am reading 72°.

Wednesday: Sunny, high
near 93. South wind 5-10
mph. A 30% chance for
rain, low around 74.

Thursday: A 20% chance
for rain. Mostly sunny,
high near 95. South wind
5-10 mph. A 50% chance
for rain, low around 73.

Friday: A 30% chance for
rain, high near 90. South-
west wind around 5 mph.
A 50% chance for rain,
low around 71.

NATIONAL

WEDNESDAY
FORECAST

High 93
Low 74
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Rudy & The Lost Boys

ogan Mize

Live music weekend set for Council Grove

Council Grove will offer three
nights of live music July 9-11, with
performances scheduled at four lo-
cal venues.

The weekend begins Thursday,
July 9, with nationally touring blue-
grass group Mountain Highway per-
forming at 6 p.m. at The Dealership
Building. The band is known for tra-
ditional Appalachian bluegrass, har-
monies and live performances.

On Friday, July 10, Kansas coun-

try music artist Logan Mize will per-
form at 7 p.m. at the Morris County
Youth Rodeo Association Arena.
The concert is being held as part of
the Youth Rodeo weekend.

Two performances are scheduled
for Saturday, July 11. Rudy & The
Lost Boys will perform at 7 p.m.
at the Council Grove Marina. At 8
p-m., The Soul Preachers will per-
form at Riverbank Brewing, bring-
ing a mix of soul, blues, funk and

classic favorites.

“What makes this weekend so spe-
cial is that it wasn’t coordinated by a
single organizer,” said Zoey Wadick,
Director of Marketing and Commu-
nications for the City of Council
Grove. “Each venue planned its own
event, and together they’ve created
an incredible weekend that showcas-
es both the talent visiting our com-
munity and the variety of experienc-
es visitors can enjoy here.”

Cross-country ride carries
cyclist past Kansas roots

Jim Ray’s cross-country bicycle
ride began at the Pacific Ocean, but
the Kansas portion of the trip carried
a family connection.
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Jim Ray -

Ray, an optical networking engi-
neer from Chapel Hill, North Caro-

lina, has family roots in the Wilsey
and Delavan area. He contacted the

(See ros-countryide, Page ”

Council Grove Republican while
riding through Kansas as part of a
long-distance bicycle trip that began
June 14 in San Francisco.

Jim Ray’s cross-country bicycle
ride began at the Pacific Ocean, but
the Kansas portion of the trip carried
him near the communities tied to his
family history.

Ray, an optical networking engi-
neer from Chapel Hill, North Caro-
lina, has family roots in the Wilsey
and Delavan area. His great-grand-
father, W. Charles Hopper, was the
founder of the Wilsey Warbler news-
paper. Although that newspaper no
longer exists in the small Morris
County community, the name con-
tinues through Reba Sumner’s cor-
respondence to the Council Grove
Republican, which she still titles the
Wilsey Warbler.

Ray’s family also has Delavan-ar-
ea ties through Albert Ray, another
great-grandfather. Family materials
Ray shared identify Albert Ray and
his wife, Julia Olive Illk Ray, with
the Delavan area. Ray said the fam-
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“Kansas 1776” is

Kaw Mission Council
Adam Hodge will present the Kaw
Mission Councils: 2026 Westward
Expansion lecture Series “Kan-
sas 1776” at 2 p.m., July 12, in the
Council Grove United Methodist

Church Fellowship Hall.

Adam Hodge
Adam is the head of reference at
the Kansas State Historical Society
in Topeka. He has a Ph.D in history
with specialization in environmental
and Indigenous history of the North
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(See Kaw Council, Page 2)

Many area residents and guests were pleased with the City of Council Grove fireworks show and were glad
that the city found a way to bring back the show after losing its previous vendor. Much appreciation is extend-

ed to all the volunteers who assisted.

(Photo: Callahan Mclver)

Alyssa Wilmore is

May grad at ESU

Alyssa Wilmore, White City, was
among more than 500 students who
graduated from Emporia State Uni-
versity in May 2026.

Wilmore graduated with a Bache-
lor of Science in Nursing degree.

Kansas laws passed

during 2026 session
Part 2

31. House Bill 2440 — excludes
owners of oil leases from having to
file request for exemption with the
Kansas Board of Tax Appeals for
property tax exemptions.

32.House Bill 2470 — provides that
certain municipalities may des-ig-
nate the entire municipality within
a neighborhood revitalization area
under the Kansas Neighborhood Re-
vitalization Act.

33. House Bill 2374 — creates
the specialty practice student loan
pro-gram and the specialty practice
stu-dent loan repayment fund. The
bill also allows for the transfer of
funds from the OBGYN and psy-
chiatry medical student loan repay-
ment funds to the specialty practice
stu-dent loan repayment fund and
abol-ishes the OBGYN and psychi-
atry medical student loan repayment
funds.

34.House Bill 2536 —requires pro-
posed guardians for certain adults
who have a cognitive impairment or
are diagnosed with a neurological
condition to complete training ap-
proved by the secretary for KDADS
before being appointed as a guar-
di-an.

35. House Bill 2537 — increases
the penalties for the crime of sexu-
al extortion when an offender is 18
years old or older and the victims is
under the age of 18 or is a dependent
adult. The bill also creates the crimes
of aggravated sexual extor-tion caus-
ing great bodily harm and aggravat-
ed sexual extortion causing death
and requires the Kansas attor-ney
general to prepare and provide edu-
cational materials and infor-mation
concerning these crimes.

36. House Bill 2562 — permits the
issuance of a special license plate or
permanent or temporary placard for
a person with a disability based on
documentation of satisfactory proof
of disability from a physical thera-
pist.

37. House Bill 2320 — authorizes
children in the custody of the secre-
tary for the Kansas Department for
Children and Families (DCF) to at-
tend school in any school district,
requires records for these students
to be timely transferred between
school districts and requires a trans-
portation plan if the child stays in the
school of origin.

38. Substitute for House Bill 2435
— authorizes natural gas public uti-
li-ties to recover certain growth-re-
lated investments in the gas system
relia-bility surcharge, increase the
cap on the amount that the month-
ly fixed charge may be increased for
residen-tial customers and reduces
the time for the Kansas State Cor-
poration Commission to act on gas
system reliability surcharge filings.

39. House Bill 2520 — increases
the number of allowed residents in
a home plus facility from 12 to 16.

40. House Bill 2524 — permits
the secretary for the DCF to license
fam-ily foster homes when certain
per-sons reside in such home and
creates an appeal process for family
foster homes when licenses are not
grant-ed.

41. House Bill 2574 — removes
the expiration on certain cyberse-
curi-ty requirements, modifies the
duties of chief information security
officers and cybersecurity programs
and re-quires assessment of execu-
tive branch agency compliance with
cy-bersecurity requirements. The
bill also provides for consideration
of such compliance by the Kansas
Leg-islature during the budget pro-
cess and creates the Judicial Branch
Tech-nology Oversight Council.

42. House Bill 2618 — requires
the Kansas State Board of Educa-
tion to report to the legislature on
federal cash received by the state,
ends cer-tain educational reporting
require-ments and applies expiration
dates to other educational reporting
re-quirements.

43. House Bill 2644 — requires a
county appraiser to adjust the value
of personal property mobile homes,
residential and commercial property
upon final determination or obtain a
fee simple appraisal if the appraised
value exceeds 5% increase over five
years.

44. House Bill 2378 — establishes
the Removal of Squatters Act. The

bill nravides 2 nracedure to remaov

(See Kansc?s laws, Page 3)
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Homesickness, grief
developing sympathy

By Kay Roberts

(I didn’t write this with the thought
to publish it. Writing is cathartic to
me...but several people who read
it thought that maybe it would help
to share it.. I want readers to know
that 1 am very aware that suffering
is not something I am going through
by myself.. I know that there are oth-
ers who do so, and many who suffer
greatly.)

I have not been sleeping well for
almost a year now....and there’s
nothing like thinking about things
you can’t do a thing about to help
keep you awake!

Some of it, I think, has to do with
losing my little sister Ruthie to lung
cancer last August. She got to be 63
for 11 days, but she spent them in the
hospital, knowing it would be her
last birthday on this earth.

There have been many sleepless
nights asking God why...Why take
someone young when there is an old
lady I know that wants to die? Why
take someone who’s first grandbaby
is due any day now when she want-
ed to be a grandmother so badly?

These are things I will probably
never know, and I think sometimes
that I will ask God when I step inside
those pearly gates, but it probably
won’t matter then.

But it sure matters now...

Last 4th of July holiday, my sister
Raye and I went to Manhattan and
spent three days with Mike and Ruth.
There was non-stop talking, eating,
fun and fireworks. We had no idea it
would be our last get-together out-
side of hospital walls. Then for most
of the next three weeks, there were
hospital visits, a few days where she
got to go home, and then one more
hospital stay before they sent her to a
hospice house.

I think about Raye softly singing
hymns to Ruthie as she laid there
struggling to breathe. I remember
that the KC Royals were on the TV
in the room and how Ruthie loved
to watch them play. Of course, she
wasn’t aware of that game.

I think on all this at night. Also,
about my little brother Bobby who
passed away in March of 2023. He
was 64. And how he appeared to
me one night and said, “Katy, I can

walk again.” That is a memory I
treasure...but I haven’t heard from
Ruthie. I know where she is though,
and I know Mom and Dad are de-
lighted to have them there!

Yes, Bobby and Ruthie were in
their early 60s...my brother Chuck
will be 66 this year, Raye is nearing
70 and I am almost 72...not sure
why we got to live longer...that’s
something else I think about when I
can’t sleep.

Last night, my thoughts of Ruthie
were about when we worked togeth-
er at the Republican in the 1980s...1
think Ruth started in 1983 or 1984
and then left for more schooling in
early 1986. We were together all the
time because we worked together
and we still lived at home. When she
quit working to go to Manhattan Vo-
Tech to become a medical transcrip-
tionist, I actually was “homesick”
for her at work for several weeks.

And then I thought of my neph-
ew Marcus, another family mem-
ber I got to work with at the news-
paper with for four years until his
job was terminated. We had always
been close, mostly because I tried to
help his mother as much as I could
with helping raise him when they
came to live with mom and dad. My
memories range from telling “Lone
Ranger” stories until he fell asleep,
to playing in the park and going on
“adventures.” When he had to leave
his job at the newspaper, it was more
“homesickness” and “grief.” I don’t
get to see him as much as I would
like to these days.

But, in retrospect on all the above,
I think it is memories of “the days
gone by” that are causing this
“homesickness and grief.” Lots of
memories of a happy family, living a
simple, God-believing life, in a little
home in the country.

And I wish I could go back...
back to simple times before “home-
sick-ness” and “grief” became words
I am all too familiar with.

I know I am not the only person to
deal with grief...and all of these ex-
periences sure make me more sym-
pathetic to sleepless, homesick and
grieving people.

Maybe that’s why.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
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By Deb Andres,
M.S., CFCS-HDFS
Family &
Consumer
Sciences Agent
K-State Research |
and Extension,
Flint Hills District

4 H youth prepare
to showcase a

year of learning

As county fair season approaches,
excitement is building across the re-
gion. For many fair goers, the exhib-
its are the heart of the experience —
rows of visual arts, baked goods, ed-
ucational displays, horticulture, flo-
riculture, field crops, photography,
and an impressive lineup of livestock
projects plus so much more! While
much of this work is created by local
4 H youth, many categories are also
open to the general public, making
the fair a true community celebration
of talent and dedication.

4 H, the youth development pro-
gram of the Cooperative Extension
System and USDA, has deep roots
in Kansas. What began in 1905 as
“corn clubs” evolved into the nation-
al 4 H program following the 1914
Smith Lever Act. Kansas has played
anotable role in that history: the offi-
cial 4 H pledge was written by Kan-
san Otis Hall in the 1920s, and Rock
Springs Ranch in Geary County was
purchased by Kansas 4 H Clubs to
serve as the state’s 4 H center. To-
day, more than 80,000 Kansas youth
participate in 4 H programs, and for
many of them, the county fair is the
highlight of their year.

Enrollment for 4 H begins each
October, when youth select the
projects they want to pursue. Over
the months that follow, they attend
workshops, clinics, club meetings,
and project meetings led by dedicat-
ed volunteers. They research, prac-
tice, and refine their skills—whether
that means learning proper livestock
care, experimenting with photog-
raphy techniques, or developing an

MENTION CODE FIXIT50
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educational display. By May 1, the
statewide deadline for adding or
dropping projects, members have a
clear sense of where they want to fo-
cus their efforts.

From spring to fair time, 4 Hers
put the finishing touches on their
exhibits. Livestock exhibitors mon-
itor feed rations and animal health to
ensure their animals are show ready.
Photographers sort through months
of images, evaluating composition,
lighting, and technical quality. Each
project is entered into a specific 4
H division at the fair, where trained
judges evaluate exhibits — many of
which are conducted through con-
sultation judging. 4-Hers are then
awarded ribbons illustrating their
skill level with their project. These
exhibits, along with their ribbons,
are then displayed for the public to
view and enjoy.

The county fair also represents
the final stage of the 4 H Experi-
ential Learning Model—a five step
process in which youth experience,
share, process, generalize, and apply
what they’ve learned. Throughout
the journey, they are supported by
families, club leaders, project lead-
ers, volunteers, and their local Ex-
tension staff. The result is not just a
completed project, but meaningful
growth in confidence, responsibility,
and leadership.

For some exhibitors, the fair brings
an added thrill: the chance to qualify
for the Kansas State Fair in Septem-
ber. For all participants, it marks the
culmination of a year of hands on
learning and personal development.

As fair season begins, the commu-
nity is invited to come see the cre-
ativity, hard work, and promise of
the next generation. The exhibits tell
a story—not just of projects com-
pleted, but of future leaders in the
making through K State Extension 4
H Youth Development.

Look for my next article, where
I’'ll answer a common question: “If
I’'m not in 4 H, can I participate in
the County Fair?”

EMAIL YOUR NEWS TO
cgnews@cgtelco.net

Tallgrass Legacy Alliance - Keeping
Ranchers on the Land

Most of the last four percent of
tallgrass prairie is on ranches in the
Flint Hills. This is not a coincidence.
Ranchers have an economic reason
to protect prairie from the plow, from
development, from woody invasion.

Accordingly: “If we are to save the
Kansas tallgrass prairie, the first step
will be to keep the ranchers on the
landscape - everything else becomes
secondary.”

This is the simple philosophy of the
Tallgrass Legacy Alliance (TLA), a
coalition of ranchers, agricultural and
environmental organizations, and
public agencies dedicated to
conserving the “biological, economic,
and cultural well-being of the
tallgrass prairie.”

To this goal, TLA must not only guide
ranchers in wise prairie management
practices, but also help protect them
from financial ruin in a fraught
economic environment, where ranch
land for sale is eagerly scooped up for
development or for hunting tracts that
soon fill with brush and trees.

| first became involved in TLA by going
to its ranch tours. We'd all have a

Stories & Songs of the Flint Hills

by Annie Wilson - named the “Flint Hills Balladeer” by the Kansas Governor

noon meal, visit together, and then
caravan out to the pastures - our
working landscapes - to view various
management practices. The host
rancher shares how well these
methods are working, or not, and
what he or she has learned. Many
practices sound good but have mixed
results in different settings. These
candid rancher-to-rancher sessions
help us learn from each other’s
experiences.

We observe and discuss issues such
as cattle gains under various grazing
programs, efforts to control the
invasive species Sericea and Old
World Bluestem, special animal ID
and tracking devices, patch burning,
rotational grazing, limiting pond
access to conserve soil and water,
controlling trees with burning and
cutting, low stress calf weaning,
fence and cattle pens design, and
more.

Wildlife specialists explain
management impacts on birds and
pollinators, helping us understand
how what we do for the cattle impacts
other species, and how the overall
health of the prairie depends on these
often-ignored players. | feel both
awe-struck and overwhelmed at the
inter-connected complexity of our
ecosystem, and the gravity of our role
in maintaining it.

Importantly, TLA is especially
committed to helping young and
beginning ranchers. As our older
ranchers age out, who will be left to
operate ranches if no young people
can break into the business?

Therefore, a critical function of TLA is
helping young and beginning ranchers
gain access to land, capital, and
markets, as well as ranching
networks. The alliance also hosts
rancher-to-rancher grazing and
grassland management working
groups and workshops, inter-
generational mentoring, and a
women-in-ranching program, as well
as providing general financial, legal
and business planning assistance.

Similarly, TLA also helps older
ranchers, providing guidance in
transitioning their operations, either
to their own family members, or if
none are interested, connecting them
to other young ranchers TLA knows
would love to get a start.

| am humbled and proud to be part of
the Tallgrass Legacy Alliance, which
says: “We view the Flint Hills as a
national treasure entrusted to us to
preserve for the future.”

See more stories and songs of the
Flint Hills atftallgrassexpress.com]

Kaw Council

(Continued from Page 1)

Although the land we call Kansas
has changed greatly since 1776, it
was already a dynamic cultural and
environmental landscape before the
“Founding Fathers” forged a new
nation. Human activities and natural
process alike had transformed Kan-
sas over the course of millennia as a
changing climate, Indigenous burn-
ing practices, dynamic waterways,
and other developments shaped and
reshaped what became the Sunflow-
er State. Presented by Adam Hodge.

The friends of Kaw Heritage will
provide refreshments after the pro-
gram. The Kaw Mission Councils
Lecture Series is sponsored by the
Kansas Historical Society, Friends
of Kaw Heritage, Trembly, Young,
Nystrom, Hylton, and Area Founda-
tions, and trusts. The City of Coun-
cil Grove. A $3 suggested donation
will be collected. For more informa-
tion contact 620-307-2754 or mark.
brooks @ks. gov

Cross-country ride

(Continued from Page 1)
incubator sales, and he shared old
family clippings and materials con-
nected to that history.

Ray’s father graduated from Dela-
van and later attended Kansas State
University. Ray’s wife, Lisa, also
attended K-State. Ray said she re-
membered the older man who cared
for the roses in a Manhattan park,
later learning that man was Ray’s
grandfather, Ford Ray.

Ray contacted the Council Grove
Republican while riding through
Kansas as part of a long-distance bi-
cycle trip that began June 14 in San
Francisco.

Ray and the other riders began the
trip with the traditional “rear tire
in the Pacific” start. The full route
is about 3,500 miles to Savannah,
Georgia, where riders would dip
their front tires in the Atlantic. Ray
plans to complete his portion in St.
Louis, where he expects to arrive
July 11 before returning home be-
cause of work obligations. His ride
will cover roughly 2,500 miles.

The trip is also a fundraiser and
awareness effort for the Be Loud!
Sophie Foundation and Bike Loud!
The Be Loud! Sophie Foundation,
based in Chapel Hill, was started
after Sophie Steiner died of cancer
as a teenager. Ray said the founda-
tion supports programs for teens and
young adults going through cancer
treatment, including help connecting
patients with resources and planning
next steps during treatment.

Ray said he had purchased bike-
packing gear in 2019, expecting to
begin long-distance riding, but those
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plans were delayed by COVID. This
year’s ride has taken him through
mountains, desert and plains, includ-
ing California, Nevada, Utah, Colo-
rado and Kansas.

Some of the most difficult days
came early, he said, as the riders
climbed from San Francisco toward
Lake Tahoe.

“We climbed almost 20,000 feet
of elevation in two days to get from
San Francisco to Tahoe,” Ray said.

Crossing Nevada on U.S. Highway
50, often called “the loneliest road in
America,” also left an impression.
Ray said the open road seemed to
stretch endlessly across the desert.
In Utah, the riders faced a 120-mile
day toward Blanding, with about
100 miles and no services. They car-
ried about five liters of water each,
packed their food and started riding
at 3 a.m.

The route also took them over
Colorado’s Monarch Pass, at about
11,300 feet.

Ray said one of the rewards of the
ride has been meeting friends and
relatives along the way. In Kansas,
he stopped in Tribune to see his
cousin, Joyce Hudelson. He was in
Emporia July 6 and planned to ride
to Kansas City before crossing Mis-
souri on the Katy Trail, a longtime
goal of his.

Ray had hoped to route through
Wilsey and Delavan, where his fami-
ly has deep roots, but said adding the
miles and gravel roads was not prac-
tical after repeated long riding days.

After crossing Nevada, Utah and
Colorado, Ray said Kansas looked
especially green.

“It’s amazing for July,” he said.

For Ray, the ride has combined
challenge, purpose and family his-
tory, carrying him from the Pacific
Coast across the country and back
near the Kansas communities tied to
his family story.

JC Police mourn
line-of-duty death of
beloved K-9 officer

JUNCTION CITY (KAKE) - The
Junction City Police Department is
mourning the loss of one of its own
Monday after the line-of-duty death
of a beloved K-9 officer.

The department says K9 Police
Service Dog (PSD) Vethos died in
the line of duty on Monday. Offi-
cials have not yet released the cir-
cumstances surrounding his death,
but say a full investigation has been
launched.

“Vethos was more than a working
dog,” the department said. “He was
a protector, a teammate, and a mem-
ber of the JCPD family. This loss is
felt deeply across our entire depart-
ment.”

K9 PSD Vethos, a Belgian Mali-
nois, joined the Junction City Police
Department in 2024 and served in
the Investigations Division along-
side his partner.
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REMINISCING

(from the files of the
Council Grove Republican)

1976
Chris Robidou, Tad Larson and
David Stahl on the mound for
Dwight in loss to Council Grove’s
Biscuit Reds...Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Southard parents of son, Andrew
Kirk...Wilmer Tischhauser, Wilsey,
receives Certifi cate of Appreciation
from Farmers Home Administration
of USDA for three years of service...
Triple winners for CG Swim Club
during Great Plains Swim League
dual meet are Christy Hunter, Doug
McAntee, Mary Cosgrove, Brent
Roberts and Joany Johnson.
1986
Airman Russell Reil graduates
from Air Force basic training at
Lackland AFB, TX...Luke Living-
ston and Patrick Mahoney, Council
Grove; Marcia Biggs, Allen; and
Robert Ecklund, Herington, receive
engineering scholarships from KSU.
1996
Hitting for Bosch Furniture in
win against Dairy Queen are Tyler
Sellers, Monte Heideman, Stuart
Andres, Kenley Horton, Cef Ruiz,
Aric Aldrich, Jacob Frese, Trenton
Benson, Clint Roddy, Jon Furman
and Brett Siegle; hitting for Dairy
Queen are Tyler Waters, Zac Riedel,
Keith Williams, Nathan Litke, Kyler
Blosser, Ben Hornung, Ryan Mor-
row, Chris Buchman, Micah Belt,
Andrew Lautt, Scott Tischhauser
and Cody Rooks.
2006
Tom Jernigan shoots hole in one
on No. 7 hole at CG Country Club...
Betty Bacon presented Jostens Leg-
end Award for outstanding contri-
bution to the company in 2005...
Jace Johnson attends two-day KLA
Young Stockmen’s Academy.

Personnel contracts approved at
a special meeting of the USD 417
Board of Education are: Jason Shel-
angouski, junior high assistant foot-
ball coach; CJ Marple, high school
assistant softball coach; and Matt
Wilkens, high school head baseball
coach.

Kansas laws

(Continued from Page 1)

a squatter from a dwelling unit, re-
quires owners or agents of dwelling
units to provide an affidavit to law
enforcement, requires notice to va-
cate by the sheriff and establishes
the crime of providing a false affi-
da-vit. The bill also establishes a
civil cause of action for wrongful
removal of a person from a dwelling
unit and allows attorney fees and pu-
nitive damages.

45. House Bill 2769 — requires
members of governing bodies of
subordinate service taxing areas to
be residents of such taxing areas.

46. House Bill 2781 — authorizes
the Kansas State Historical Society
to acquire the junior officers’ quar-
ters at Fort Dodge and provide for
the use, preservation, improvement,
control and maintenance thereof.

47. House Bill 2737 — enacts the
Taxpayer Agreement Act to provide
for an alternative method of tax
in-crement financing of municipal
eco-nomic development projects
through taxpayer agreements.

48. House Bill 2237 — authorizes
hiring, recruitment and retention bo-
nuses in state agencies’ Employee
Award and Recognition program, in-
creases the limitation on such award
or bonus to $10,000 and eliminates
the secretary of admin-istration’s
authority to adopt rules and regula-
tions. The bill also re-quires the sec-
retary to submit an annual report to
certain legislative committees con-
cerning such awards and bonuses.

49. House Bill 2323 — establishes
procedures for a civil action insti-
tut-ed by the commissioner of in-
surance related to fraudulent insur-
ance acts. The bill also provides that
expunged criminal records will be
disclosed in any application for li-
censure as an insurance producer or
public adjuster if the arrest, convic-
tion or diversion is for a fraudulent
insurance act and includes automo-
bile assigned claims plans in provi-
sions related to fraudu-lent insurance
acts.

50. House Bill 2444 — provides that
jail credit when consecutive sentenc-
es are imposed shall not ap-ply to
more than one case and cre-ates spe-
cial sentencing rules when a felony
is committed by certain of-fenders
while on probation, parole or post re-
lease supervision for a prior felony.
The bill also requires secured min-
imum bonds for certain defend-ants
who commit a new felony while on
probation, parole, post release super-
vision or bond for a prior felony un-
less the court makes certain findings.

51. House Bill 2602 — establishes
requirements for a portable benefit
plan for independent contractors,
determines types of contributions
to such plans and provides a sub-
trac-tion modification for Kansas
income tax purposes.

52. Senate Substitute for House
Bill 2571 — increases the cost thresh-
old for when a county shall use the
public bidding process in awarding a
construction contract.

53. House Bill 2416 — creates the
Kansas Motorsports Venue Pro-
tec-tion Act to provide immunity to
motorsports venues from civil ac-
tions for nuisance, taking or similar
legal theories.

54. House Bill 2539 — authorizes
library boards to change from being
appointed members to elected mem-
bers and requires that the members
of the Eudora community library
district board of directors be elected
to such positions.

55. Substitute for House Bill 2595
— enacts the Attorney Training Pro-
gram for Rural Kansa Act. The bill
provides stipends to law students
who meet certain requirements and
agree to practice law in rural areas.
The bill also provides loan for-give-
ness to lawyers who meet cer-tain re-
quirements and practice law in rural
regions.

56. House Bill 2331 — creates the
crime of aggravated criminal des-
ecra-tion and provides penalties
therefor, authorizes the disposition
of the unclaimed remains of de-
ceased peo-ple by district coroners
and provides exemptions from liabil-
ity for such actions. The bill also es-
tablishes requirements for programs
of con-tinuing education for licensed
em-balmers and funeral directors
and authorizes the use of the word
“crematory” as part of the business
name for businesses owned by the
same person who owns a licensed
crematory.

57. Senate Bill 398 — requires a
proponent to demonstrate that it is
more likely than not that certain
specialized knowledge will help the
trier of fact to understand evidence
before certain qualified witnesses
may testify.

58. House Substitute for Senate
Bill 260 — specifies when certain
elections may be conducted by the
mail ballot election law, removes the
requirements that treasurers be listed
in political advertising attribu-tions
and clarifies campaign finance re-
ports regarding vendor infor-mation.

59. Senate Bill 418 — enacts the
By-Right Housing Development
Act to provide a streamlined permit
ap-proval process for by-right hous-
ing developments, allows third-par-
ty review of new residential con-
struc-tion development documents
and inspection of improvements and

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

THE MORRIS County Register of
Deeds is accepting applications for
a full-time Office Clerk. Job de-
scription and application can be
picked up at the Register of Deeds
Office in the Courthouse, 501 W.
Main St. Council Grove. For fur-
ther questions please call 620-767-
5614. 101-8¢

LOCAL PART-TIME help needed
with flexible hours. Duties include
reading electrical ~schematics,
installing electrical components
inside electrical panels, and then
wiring the component together for
a finished panel. Willing to train
the right person, an understanding
of electrical systems is a plus.
Apply at AXE Equipment or

download application at axe
[equipment.con]. 100-7¢

FOR RENT

STORAGE PLUS - Secure storage
for boats, RV, household goods.
620-767-6540. 101-tfc

SERVICES

RICHMEIER BROTHERS Roof-
ing, 620-767-4100. tfc

DUMPSTER RENTALS Flint Hills
620-767-3652. tfc

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING. 620-
767-4101. tfc

PORTA-POTTIE RENTALS. 620-
767-4101. tfc

WYATT REMODELING Handy-
man Services. 785-317-1181. tfc

NOTICES

VETERANS CRISIS Line — 988,
press 1. Confidential chat at
VeteransCrisisline.nefl or text to
838255. Call us if you experience
any warning signs of suicide.

PLACE YOUR 25-word classified
in the Kansas Press Association
and 135 more newspapers for only
$300/ week. Find employees, sell
your home or your car. Call the
Kansas Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today!

MISC.

"The 36-Hour Day” Support Group
meets 1-2 p.m. on Thursdays at
the Morris County Hospital
Chapel. It is free, safe, confiden-
tial and open to anyone caring for
a friend or loved one with demen-
tia. For info, call Jan at 303-775-
5901 or Liz at 785-466-1590.

ARE YOU Concerned about some-
one else’ s drinking? Al- Anon can
help! 785-561-0157.

DO YOU think you have a drinking
problem? Call Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 620-767-8138 or 785-561-
0157.

WE BUY Houses for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Call today for
your fair cash offer: 1-913-365-
1969.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and Cialis
Users! A cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - Only $99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6607

WE BUY Vintage Guitars! Looking
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D'Angelico, Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6990

CASH PAID For High-End Men's
Sport Watches. Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands only!
Call for a quote: 1-833-641-4573.

GOT AN Unwanted Car??? Donate
It To Patriotic Hearts. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-485-0154.

BATH & Shower Updates in as little
as One Day! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available. Call: 1-833-
752-0092

STOP OVERPAYING For Health
Insurance! A recent study shows
that a majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage. Let us
show you how much you can
save. Call Now for a no-obliga-
tion quote: 1-833-928-5491 You
will need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider.

INJURED IN An Accident? Don't
Accept the insurance company's
first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to cash settlements in
the $10,000's. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-833-770-0339

AGING ROOF? New Homeowner?
Storm Damage? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-833-889-4107 Have zip
code of property ready when call-
ing!

WATER DAMAGE Cleanup & Res-
toration: A small amount of water
can lead to major damage in your
home. Our trusted professionals
do complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1451
Have zip code of service location
ready when you call!

NEED NEW Windows?  Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & Free quote today.
1-833-880-0052 You will need to
have your zip code to connect to
the right provider.

CLASSIFIEDS - Call 620-767-5123 before 9 AM to be on time!

requires political subdivisions to al-
low certain building provisions for
certain single-family residences of a
certain size, among other provisions.

60. Senate Bill 84 — enacts the
Supported Decision-Making Agree-
ments Act to provide a statutory
framework for allowing an adult
to receive decision-making assis-
tance from one or more other adults,
re-quirements for decision-making
agreements and duties related there-
to.

61. Senate Bill 20 — enacts the Kan-
sas Consumer Prescription Pro-tec-
tion and Accountability Act and pro-
vides for regulation and registra-tion
of pharmacy benefits managers.

62. House Bill 2615 — designates a
part of U.S. Highway 75 as the Brig
Gen George H Wark Memorial High-
way, part of U.S. Highway 56 as the
Bill Tucker Memorial High-way and
redesignates a current sec-tion of the
Purple Heart/Combat Wounded Vet-
erans Highway for U.S. Highway 75.

63. House Bill 2647 — authorizes
the Kansas Department of Trans-
por-tation (KDOT) to establish a
statewide conduit system for fiber
optic transmissions of broadband
connections.

64. House Bill 2158 — permits bee-
keepers who meet certain re-quire-
ments to sell packaged honey and

A safestep

Improve Accessibility

—%  Comfortable Design

/' Made in the USA
trusted quality.

Call Today for a
FREE Quote

13VH11096000, C

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love with our

safe, reliable stairlifts that provide easy access between floors.

Move up and down your stairs smoothly, safely, and on your terms.

Comfort you feel the moment you sit down, all the way to the top.

Proudly made in America, combining local craftsmanship with

1-866-428-1864

plicable with any pre:

+ FREE Installation

of your new

Safe Step Stairlift

ft purchase. Offer ava
ROC 312990, CCB 24

hase. Not available in ev
RBB.49248, UT 132296

honeycombs without holding a food
establishment or food pro-cess-
ing plant license under the Kan-sas
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.

65. Senate Bill 325 — creates the
Vehicle Services Modernization
Task Force, provides limitations on
ex-penditures of county treasurer
motor vehicle fee funds and autho-
rizes county treasurers to charge cer-
tain increased fees for vehicle regis-
tration transactions.

66. Senate Bill 23 — requires agents
and insurers to respond to inquiries
from the commissioner of insurance
within 14 calendars days and autho-
rizes certain rebate pilot programs to
exceed one year in dura-tion.

Read Local

Keep up with your community!

_-""9”"_
' =

Jacuzzi.

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW
1.833.767.0811

Marion driver killed

in crash with semi-truck

HARVEY COUNTY (KAKE) --
A driver was killed in a crash with
a semi-truck on Highway 50 near
Walton on Monday night.

The Kansas Highway Patrol says
the crash happened around 6 p.m.
on eastbound U.S. Highway 50 near
North East Lake Road. The patrol
says a 2007 Dodge Ram 1500 was
eastbound when it crossed the cen-
terline for an unknown reason.

A 2024 Peterbilt Semi-trailer was
westbound on the highway and at-
tempted to make an evasive ma-
neuver to the right, but was unable
to avoid the collision. Both vehicles
collided head-on.

The driver of the pickup truck,
49-year-old Gerado Mendoza, of
Marion, died at the scene.

The driver of the semi-truck, a
59-year-old Minnesota man, was not
injured.

According to the KHP crash log,
both drivers were properly restrained
at the time of the collision.

Bath
Remodel

Add! terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 12127/26,
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Fourth of July fun at the Council Grove City Lake
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A patriotic-themed boat above won the Council Grove Lake Regatta while the festive K20 site won the Lakefront Decorating contest. Both contests
were sponsored by the Council Grove Lake Community Association.
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“All those in favor say ‘eye.’
Opposed say ‘nose.’”

Dennis Downes, (left) formerly of Council Grove, is pictured with his friend Terry Dlugosh. They won the
Rookie Division of the 2026 Hemmings Great Race in their 1968 Ford Pickup, which was not equipped with
air conditioning. The race was 2300+ miles and took 9 days. (In an earlier article, before we received the photo,
we reported the vehicle as being from 1956.)
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[J STAY SAFE

acorN in the home you love.

STAIRLIFTS

An Acorn Stairlift is the
perfect solution for:

SPECIAL OFFER

$250.00

V' Arthritis / COPD sufferers

OFF YOUR PURCHASE

v Those with mobility issues
OF A NEW ACORN STAIRLIFT!*

v/ Anyone who struggles with stairs

4
EASE OF
*Trustpilot e

Arthitis Foundation

1-866-487-2598

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid

Call today to receive
your FREE in-home
consultation!

towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders.

Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA
ACORNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, AK 134057, CT HIC 0656293
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Questions? Contact us at 877-692-3875

120 NE 14th 923 W Main 323N Ash
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